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COBRRSPOHDENCE. 


Homkrvillk, 0., Nov. J 8 — Since returning 
from New London 1 have bad the pleasure of at- 
tending the prayer meeting at the Brethren church 
of Homer, led by brother Milo Atkins: also a 
splendid senium preached by brother Jacobs, the 
words of the lest being "Every good and perfect 
itt cometh from above." We felt our hearts grow 
liuli i when we listened to the cheering words and 
loving counsel of our dear brother. We feel thank- 
ful to the ^ver of all good that brother Jacobs has 
been >hrown in our midst, and may he be blessed 
from tin high for the great change that has been 
brouglt about through his influence. Another sea- 
son of 4 '•» and devotion to our Savior and Master 
was enjoyed by God's children on Nov. 14th. 
Brother Jacbb* and wife with sixteen of his mem- 
bers, wend e^ ..,eir way to Fair Haven. It was 
rather -c i and stormy but we arrived there about 
5 o'clock where there had been arrangmeuts made 
to hold communion. The tables were surrounded 
by nearly seventyfive. The services, were enjoyed 
by ul lithe brothers, and sisters, and we felt that it 
was gij A (or us to be there, Wu were kindly in- 
vited to' >,mai«] over the Sabbath, but owing to 
home dulic, c were obliged to return that night. 
We that>*t be ^"others and sisters of Fair Haven 
for the kindness • xhibited toward us, and may the 
blessings of God .est upon each and every one of 
them, is mv aU ere wish. Brother Jacobs preach- 
ed a thankjwp ng sermon on thanksgiving day at 
half past IH^ 'ick at our church in Homer. 

There*i» » .tiling important about life and let 
us utid-- „j .' it and think of our responsibilities 
and u-n ail *ne light that we have from God that 
we ma De guided aright amid its perils and 
changing 'iperiences, God demands an account of 
the past t' <t we must render lien-after. lie de- 
mands p '-rovement of" the present and this we 
must \ now; but God has said in his holy 

word "Cd, unto me all yo ends of the earth and 
be saved/ without money and without price. 
1 \ — L A. J. 

' *' Hain't We BiKht." 

We attend/ »"a Conservative meeting lately, and 
during reees* a nig man stepped up to us and want- 
ed to kw- Hether the writer was a Christ ian. I 
replied "I h- , - »hat I am." 

"To wha't d» ninalion ?" he asked. 

"Progreeet ,¥' I replied ; "one of those proud 
onrs as rricy qjV< called. Can't yOH see it?" 

He said -./"Alythoy are proud. Tiny wear hats 
covere t with J : lieial flowers, etc. llaint wo 
right *" ■/ 

Having.' Recovered from the shock, and iully 
under-.' audit ' vvhat he wauteii to play ; no we 
struck tin- 'V note. "I do nol think it is right to 
baptize a peraAn over again, when ho was baptized 
according to the Bible." 

"Who baptized yon ?" he inquired. 

"A. Leedy." I replied. 

"Well he/lid not hear the church." 

Wc wattled to know whether Alexander Mack 
was not oiseM those offscourings, and who baptized 
him? '*, 

"Oh, we dare not go back so far," and the, elder 
told us that it was time to commence their meelinjr 
and we were left alone. 

Dcai' brothers and sisters where is the Church 
that Alexander Mack established ? (Joust rvatives 
dare not go bach so far. The Brethren have gone 
back to the gospel which is the sure foundation. 
and so it must be the Old Order Church ; for we 
heard one teach that if we don't do as our fathers 
and mothers, we cannot come where Christ is. 
Well we will not strive about it. 

We are Contented with the Bible and our own 
doctrine. 

Come now Brother Knsenberger; come and tf 11 
me what part of Uie gospel we have violated. Is 
the single mode of toot washing one? Alsosupper 
on the table at foot washing, and you practice 
the same now. Ah, yes, my Brother what was a 
sin yesterday will he one today. I would like to 
know whether there is more sin in a hat and artific- 
ial flowers than in a watch chain, tor wc saw a sis- 
ter that very day who wore one and she was allow- 
ed to take communion. 

Brethren and sisters, let us not iuii after evtry 
Lord. We would only make trouble in the camp. 


We are a little like Paul : we can enjoy ourselves 
wherever the gospel is preached, whether by Meth- 
odist or Lutheran, None of those have asked ua 
yet, "Haint we right.;' Time and again the Con- 
servatives asked the writer this wonderfully self- 
righteous question. Ask your God, whom you 
worship; or does he not hear you. Perhaps he is 
asleep. 

Caroline March. 
Bollffonta ine. Ohio, 

The Boiler-Boom Bible Class. 

"I never knowed one," said Shapleigh, rolling a 
huge tobacco quid from side to side of his ample 
jaw. "I've seen pious people of most all perfess- 
ions, but 1 never did see a pious 'pnddler,' an' I've 
ben in the Steel Works goin' onto twenty nine 
y ear." 

"Well," said his comrade, "you're bound to be 
surphsred then ; this Jones is coming hero a.- boss 
puddler, and Wheeler told me that he saw the same 
man teaching a Sunday school class up to the 
North End." v 

'■lie must hev ben mistnkened," was the positive 
answer. 

But lie was not. The "boss puddler," Mr Jones, 
took his place in the Steel Works the next morn- 
ing, and the brawny men who made up his gang 
wailed in silence for the first orders. The y came 
as soon as he had taken a deliberate survey of the 
premises. 

"He knows his business," said Shapleigh, as his 
friend stood beside him a few hours after the new 
boss had come. 

"Do yon think he is pious?" inquired the other, 
anxiously. 

"Pious t no sir! he aint no lamb ; he's a reg'lar 
lion. Did you see him pick up that crucible? 
there imi't another man in the Works that can do 
it as easily as he did." 

A number of days passed, and the men came to 
like their now overseer extremely; but it began to 
be whispered among them that he hadn't sworn 
since be had been there. 

"That's all right," said Shapleigh ; "he isn't ac- 
quainted, an' don't like to branch out just yet. 
Wait awhile -until young Connors breaks some- 
thing, an' i hen, yon mark my words, he will just 
lift the roof." 

Connors bhuuleied, bent, and broke, witli all bis 
unfortunate might, but no oath came from the boss. 
The mailer was growing setious. Perhaps, after 
all, "Brother Jones," lor so he was called by the 
younger men was pious. Before they had oppor- 
tunity to speculate farther, the object of all this 
anxious inquiry settled the question forever by a 
lew simple words. 

"Shapleigh," he began, "I heard a cermon Inst 
winter, in which the preacher said there was no 
real devil — that what we thought was the devil 
was really only the bad that was in us from the 
beginning." 

"Well, perhaps he knowed as much about it as 
any of 'em." 

"I don't know about that," said the boss, in his 
shrewd, matter- of- fact way. "I thought as long 
as he took his text from the Bihlc. that I would 
see if tlie same bo?k wouldn't prove him wrong." 

"An 1 did it?" 

"Oh, I havn't tried it yet. Come out in the 
boiler-house alter the next heat, and you shall keep 
tally while I hunt up the places." 

Before the other could demur he was gone, 

"The hoi lur house," thought Shapleigh, "that is 
where all the pnddh rs loaf and smoke between 
heats." 

True to the appointment, Shapleigh was on hand 
and soon the two were discussing passages that 
the pocket Concordance pointed out. Before lung 
every one present was deeply interested in the 
search, and when the whistle blew, Jones said, care- 
lessly : 

"Some of you fellows hunt up another Bible for 
to-morrow, will you ? and, Thompson, you bring a 
pencil and some paper to keep account of the points. 
Look alive now boys or our heat will be late. 

The next day, three brought Bibles and finished 
the question to their hearts' content, agreeing sol- 
emnly that the Bible taught a personal devil. 

Another question was raised by one of the men, 


and settled the same way. The profane puddlers, 
bo suddenly transformed irto Bible students, began 
to !hi interested in their novel work. Their boBS 
was so popular, so much one of themselves, that 
they never imagined a trap, and when he proponed 
that they go into a Bible class up town tor one 
Sunday, feat to see -what a "real professional" 
wonlr» <ny with regard to the questions that they 
had settled, every one agreed. 

The next Sabbath they were all in the class 
named, much to to the surprise of the worthy 
teacher. 

"You didn't U-ll him we was cumin' ?'' said Shap- 
leigh to his overseer, with sudden suspicion. 

"Not a word, 1 ' was the earnest reply. 

They listened with respectful gravity through- 
out the lesson, and one ov two made hrief Com- 
me-H «, 

The next Sunday three of them went again nnd 
ere long all but one had joined the class, 

"Boss." said Shapleigh one morning as they 
worked tide by side, "I'm fe^'Iin' pretty gi>od to- 
day." 

Aie you?" said the other. 

"Yes, an' Pll tell you why, Thompson mi* I 
wa-< a tea din' of th it verse where it tells ab^ut a 
person V, sins beintr all blotted clean out, an' we 
made up our minds that it was jest exactly 
what wc wanted ; so we prayed, an' boss, 1 can't 
tell you how I feel, but" — here the old man's voice 
broke, and his tycs filled — "I've been praym' ever 
since, ait' I'm no happy that I jnst have to hold 
myself to keep from shcutiii' out that, lime that 
they sing up thar, 'All hail the power of Jesus' 
name,'" 

All but one of "Brother Jones'" class found 
the Master; and now to find in the Steel works a 
puddler that swears, is us rare as it formerly was 
to find one who did not. — II. C. P. 


Christianity : Its Destined Snpremacy upoa the Earth. 
The Being presented by this inspired dcclaratiou 
in Jeans the Christ ; and Christianity is the system 
lit truth of which He is the cci-ter : its Alpha and 
Ome^s. Its supremacy is inferred : 1. From the 
fact that God has established and introduced it to 
human knowledge. 2. From its interior structure, 
its fitness toman, the reply which it nives to his 
deepest demands, 3. From the fact that the su 
premacy of Christianity will nobly complete the 
circle of History ; will give unity, wholeness to the 
annals of the race, and will show thiough their 
courses a sublime method. 4. The sjiecific declar- 
ations of God in the Scriptures assure us of that* 
result. .">. The historic progress of Christianity 
among men, with the nature oi the arena on which 
it now acts, gives assurance of its supremacy. 
How then ought its friends to labor for Christian- 
ity 1 to spread its Truths, its Promise and Life I 
How vividly also d'»es this lost thought come to us: 
the personal obligation of each of us to submit from 
the heart to Christ's dominion. The ancient legend 
of the Church, that Julian died exclaiming as he 
expired, "Galilean, Thou hast conquered," is cer- 
tain to be realized for the substance of its history, 
in every soul not submitted to Christ. His rule at 
last shall be complete ; an J the period ol that sway 
shall compass eternity. In that last and glorious 
age, there will be found no place on earth, noplace 
in heaven for htm who hath not bowed to Christ! 
The dominion ol Messiah hath no promises loi him. 
— K. S. Storks, In Pulpit Trkasury. 


There is no godliness in the un regenerate heart. 
There must he godliness before there can he the 
power of it. Piety is a lovely flower, never found 
growing in the soil of the. natural heart. It is an 
exotic. There must be a soil prepared for it. Re- 
generation does this, for it renews the heart. 

The sea- plants lie flat and flabby, and formless 
when the tide is out: but when it returns they 
rise and stand and beautifully wave themselves 
amid the vitalizing clement, every stem full, every 
leaf full, every pore and vessel full. ThuBVtia' 
with believers when flowed around and flowed into 
by the fullness of God. — Rev. Thomas Collins. 

We are born for a higher destiny than the 
earth; there is a realm where the rainbow never 
fades, where the stars will be spread before ns like 
islands that slumber on the ocean, and where the 
beings that pass before ua like shadows will stay 
in the presence forever. — BlJLMBH Lytton. 
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